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The Library as a Gathering Place
by David Stewart
Director of Libraries
In an earlier column for
this newsletter I said some
appreciative things about
Alberto Manguel’s The
Library at Night (2007),
where the author develops
some unusual metaphors - or
images - of what a library is,
and the unique purpose it
serves. The library as Space,
as Shadow, as Workshop, as
Island, as Imagination – these
are a few of the dozen or so
that Manguel suggests.
Although it’s a most
intriguing book, I wish he
had included what I often
think is the most compelling
image: the library as
Conversation. I find this idea
compelling and timeless,
because a library represents
- A conversation
across time: reflecting
on the joys of his work at
Yale Divinity School, here’s
what the eminent librarian
Raymond Morris had to say
of his work:
“I never walk up and down
the stacks of our collection
… without in some
measure receiving an almost
mystical experience. For

these are not just dirty old
tomes which have outlived
their times. Here are
Plato, Aristotle, Augustine,
Aquinas, Luther, Calvin …
What vitality and what
power …. Here they stand,
these books, with patience
and modesty, waiting for
the curious mind and
the pilgrim soul … an
unmeasured potential of
human experience and
wisdom, waiting to be
introduced … to these our
times.”
To some degree this is
true of every library, and it’s
important; it’s a conversation
where the voices of the past
are just as welcome as those
of the present moment. No
other place on a campus
is in as good a position to
convene, to host such a
conversation as the library. To
quote Wallace Stegner,
“[Thought] thrives best …
in the great community of
recorded human experience.”
- A conversation
across disciplines: what
Morris had to say about
theology’s iconic figures, in
an eclectic, multidisciplinary
community like Bethel, is
even more evident.

- A conversation
that endures: it’s easy
– almost to the point of
being inevitable – for good
people in academia to
withdraw into the smaller
circle of colleagues within
their disciplines. There’s
nothing wrong with this, but
if someone like the library
doesn’t provide a hospitable
setting for a broader
conversation, it simply won’t
happen on its own.
- A conversation
that is communal: the
study of liberal arts is
enhanced greatly when
the appreciation both of
disciplines other than our
own and of opinions different
from our own is valued in
specific, visible ways.
I am deeply grateful that
the library is able to serve as
host to this timeless, eclectic,
multi-disciplined and
collaborative conversation
at Bethel. All of us have the
Friends of the Library to
thank for this, because from
the outset of the library’s
Primetime@BU Library/
Not Ready for Primetime
series, both the financial
support and the energy
of the Friends group have
played an essential role in

great conversations that
happen on a weekly basis.
Discussions of financial
restraint, regarding which
activities and services
to scale back, are all too
frequent at times like this.
All of us in the
BUL should take real
encouragement from the
commitments of ongoing
support we have received
from the administration for
these programs, because
they mean that these rich
conversations between
friends, with the assistance of
Friends of the Library, will
continue to thrive into the
future.
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Allow Me To Introduce Myself
By Calvin Konop
President of the Friends

As Friends of
the Library you
help to provide
an amalgam of
opportunity for
lifelong learning
to anyone who
might cross paths
with the Bethel
University Library.

Get your Friends
Library Card and
enjoy borrowing
Books & DVDs,
Great Courses &
Audiobooks,
Kindles &
Travel Books!

Hello fellow friends of the
library!
My name is Calvin Konop,
and I am the newly elected
President of the Friends’
Board. I did my undergraduate
work at Bethel University and
was a student worker in the
Information Commons in the
library during my time. The
library, it’s resources, and,
above all, the staff members
had a profound impact on me
and helped to show me how
precious learning actually is.
As Friends of the Library
you help to provide an amalgam
of opportunity for lifelong
learning to anyone who might
cross paths with the Bethel
University Library.
It’s easy to think of learning
as just academic study. On
the one hand, that is a great
way to learn! But no one ever
said it had to only be done
sitting at a desk or table.The
Friends have contributed to

academic study by providing
comfortable furniture for the
library lounges that create
cozy study environments
for undergraduate and adult
learners researching or writing
papers.
To encourage learning
through experience, the
Friends have provided an entire
section of travel books that
can be checked out and used
to plan trips across the globe.
This is an eclectic collection
of books that help with finding
amazing and beautiful sites to
see, learning basic language that
travelers need to know, guiding
people through foreign cuisine,
and finding cheap and easy
ways to travel when abroad.
Friends help students,
faculty, staff and community
members to come and
present their research, travel
experiences and studies in a
professional format. Primetime
@BU Library is an hour long
presentation on Tuesdays
and Thursdays where guest
presenters come and share

their work, studies and findings
to the BU community. The
Friends have the opportunity
to host these events, introduce
speakers, and explain to
interested parties what being
a Friend of the Library is all
about.
As President of the Friends’
Board, I want to say thank
you. Thank you for your
contributions that keep our
study spaces comfortable.
Thank you for encouraging
alumni and others to travel
and giving them resources to
continue to learn while they
are abroad. Thank you for your
contributions that provide
scholarships for student
workers in the library and a
cash prize to the winner of our
yearly research competition.
Lastly, thank you for letting
me serve as the President of
the Board. It is my honor and
privilege to lead the Board of
the Friends, and I am looking
forward to our collaboration in
the years to come.

New Benefits for Being A Friend!
For as little as $25 per
year, your membership in the
Friends includes one beautiful
bookplate placed in a book in
the subject area of your choice,
our newsletter with updates
about what is happening around
the library and how the library
contributes to life at Bethel.
You also have an
open invitation to enjoy
presentations (Primetime @

BU Library) on all kinds of
subjects by the Bethel faculty,
students, and other scholars,
either in person or online
through our digital archive.
New this year, you can
request a Friends of the Bethel
University Library card which
will allow you to check out
up to 25 items including
DVDs (limit 5), Great Courses,
Audiobooks, Kindles, Travel

Books and books from our
collection (some exclusions
may apply.) You will also enjoy
on-site use of databases and
resources and free wifi.
Your contributions make
a difference! We invite you to
ask for your library card and
share in the resources you
help provide and join us in the
journey of life-long learning!
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In Memory of Carol Hansen
By Verena Larson
Contributing Member
Carol Hansen, our colleague
and friend, strolled into heaven
on November 5, 2013. She
enriched the Bethel University
Library in countless ways
for over 36 years. She was a
friendly, thoughtful, and helpful
reference librarian to all who
were fortunate enough to meet
her.
Those of us who worked in
the library with Carol through
the years were charmed by her
wit, her sparkle, and delightful
sense of fun.

Carol took her role as
a reference librarian very
seriously and was devoted to
helping students, faculty, and
staff. She had a special affinity
for developing the book and
periodical collections. In
consultation with the faculty,
she built up impressive
collections to support an everexpanding curriculum.
Carol’s horrific accident
in 2005 changed her life
and our library. But it didn’t
change her fighting spirit and
determination to return to her
beloved job. After many months
of intensive physical therapy,

she came back to work parttime at the reference desk and
to teach evening adult classes.
When Carol made the hard
decision to retire in 2007, she
did so with a buoyant spirit.
She could still joke about the
line, “Life is uncertain. Eat
dessert first.” She also said, “we
are all so blessed to be working
in this wonderful place.” We
who knew Carol are blessed
that she shared her life with us.
Carol is survived by her
loving husband Larry, children
Christopher (Jessica) and
David, and grandchildren
Amelie and Isaiah.

Dollars for Digitization
By Kent Gerber
Digital Library Manager
The Bethel University
Digital Library has been hard
at work preparing images and
documents in order to add
them to its collection. Part of
this work sometimes includes
seeking funding. As a result, the
Digital Library was recently
awarded a Minnesota Historical
and Cultural Heritage Grant
(provided through the Clean
Water, Land & Legacy
Amendment) to digitize and

provide access to the 1983 to
2007 issues of Bethel’s student
newspaper, The Clarion.
This time period documents
some critical issues in the life
of the university, including
two major leadership changes
and the reorganization from a
College to a University model.
Digital issues of The Clarion
will allow better access to this
rich material through fulltext searching, help preserve
the physical copies from
deterioration, and remove the
limitations of physical retrieval

from the library or archives.
This project will complete
the conversion of The Clarion
Historical Newspaper
Collection, which already
contains issues from 19211983. The existing collection
is available in the Bethel
University Digital Library
(www.bethel.edu/library/
libraries-collections/digitallibrary) and will contain the
new issues once the grant
project is completed.
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Join the Fan Club!
By Holly Pierson
Contributing Member
It’s odd to think that a
piece of furniture can help
ground a person in their
own identity, but in my
case, it’s the truth!
I worked at the
circulation desk in the BUL
from 2004 to 2008 and
loved it! I still maintain that
working at the “circ” desk
is the best job on campus,
and I wouldn’t trade the
experience for anything!
When the time for
graduation came around, I
was disappointed to leave
my post at the desk. My
experience as a student
worker led me to pursue
a master’s degree in
Library and Information
Science from Wayne State
University in Detroit,
Michigan.
I originally planned
on studying academic
librarianship, but as I
progressed through my
studies, I developed
a passion for working
to bridge the “digital
divide,” the term used to
describe the gap between
those individuals and
communities that have, and
do not have, access to the
information technologies
that are prevalent in today’s
society.
Life brought me back to
Minnesota after a season
away--and straight back

to Bethel! I currently
work for CAPS/GS as the
Orientation Specialist,
which gives me the
privilege of helping
new students learn
the technologies and
information needed for a
successful start at Bethel.
I learned in the summer
of 2012 that the library
would be selling one of
the old card catalogs that
I passed every time I used
the elevator to shelve
books upstairs as a student
worker.
It had always struck
me as both obsolete and
enticing as it sat there
unused and forlorn, a
relic of library systems
past. I jokingly posted
on Facebook that I’d love
to make it mine so that I
could use it to teach future
generations of bibliophiles
how they worked, and why
they were necessary.
After multiple
comments encouraging me
to purchase it (or rather,
threatening me to do so or
else...), I decided to do it-and I haven’t regretted it!
Not only is it a handy
storage place, it has built
community. I’ve made more
“Internet friends” by posting
about our own card catalog
than I thought possible and
love exchanging ideas about
how to put them to use and
enjoy their histories.

Like us on Facebook and see
what’s happening in the BUL!

I use it to store toys
when my young nephews
come to visit. I keep letters
in the drawers, organized
by date. I store my neverending craft supplies
in the top drawers for
convenient use. In a way, it
reminds me of the reason
libraries exist: to serve as
a resource center, full of
odds and ends, nooks and
crannies, bits and pieces of
information, history, and
culture that are needed in
our world.
As if I didn’t have enough
love for the library (and
its vintage furnishings), I

recently joined the Friends
of the Bethel University
Library. What a great joy to
be able to serve alongside
the Board in order to make
the library an even greater
place than it already is!
The Friends provide
special collections,
excellent events, contests,
and a scholarship! They
take the superb work of
the library to another level,
further cementing the
Bethel University Library
as the happy place of my
heart.
Would anyone else care
to join the fan club?

Our new books are featured on Pinterest!
https://www.pinterest.com/betheluniversit/
featured-new-books/

Volume 14: Number 1

PaGe 5

Library Footnotes

Friends of the Bethel University Library is an
alliance of people dedicated to improving the
resources of the Library. Among Friends is
published twice a year.
Board Members
President: Calvin Konop
Vice President: Eric Gossett
Secretary: Carole Cragg
Treasurer: Earleen Warner
Rosalie Huston
Jocelyn Jensen
Holly Pierson
John Lawyer
Ann Gannon
		
Editor: Will Keillor
Layout: Ann Gannon

Familiar Faces - New Places:
Rhonda Gilbraith, Reference and Collection Development
Librarian, is now serving as the Library’s Associate
Director, and Erica Ross, former BUL student worker and Seminary
Library Circulation, has joined the BUL as Information Commons/
Circulation Manager.
New Chapter:
In order to be closer to family, Nancy Olson, Circulation Co-supervisor,
left her position in June, departed for Illinois, and is now happily
working as a paralegal.
Musical Offices:
Over the summer 7 staff changed office spaces to better facilitate
workflows.
Milestones:
Sally Smith, Periodicals Manager, has served in the Library for 15 years,
and Earleen Warner, Reference Librarian, for 10 years.

For more information contact Calvin Konop
at 763-226-5425 or Edwardo002@gmail.com

What We’re Reading:
Betsy Dadabo, Library Digital Services: The New Jim Crow:
Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle
Alexander
Kent Gerber, Digital Library Manager: J.O. Backlund’s
Swedish Baptists in America: A History

Bethel University Library
3900 Bethel Drive
St. Paul, MN 55112

Rhonda Gilbraith, Associate Director: The Aviator’sWife: A
Novel by Melanie Benjamin and No MoreWords: A Journal of
My Mother Anne Morrow Lindbergh by Reeve Lindbergh

Visit the Bethel University Library’s website
at: www.bethel.edu/library

David Stewart, Director: Patrick Lencioni’s The
Advantage: Why Organizational Health Trumps Everything Else
in Business
Lyndi Fabbrini, Reference Librarian: Neil

Friends Can Give Online!

MacGregor’s History of the World in 100 Objects

www.bethel.edu/giving/bethel-fund
Designate “Friends of the BU Library”
in the “Other” category
Or you can find our membership
form at www.bethel.edu/library/
libraries-collections/university/
friends/membership-form

Earleen Warner, Reference Librarian:The Help
by Kathryn Stockett (audiobook)
			

Ann Gannon, Adminstrative Services:Ken
Follett’s The Fall of Giants

3900 Bethel Drive
St. Paul, MN
55112-6999
Address Service Requested

Nonprofit
Organization
US Postage
PAID
Twin Cities MN
Permit No 899

Tuesday, December 3 at 10:20 am
Dr. Samuel Zalanga presents Pietism and the Transformation of

Individuals and Societies: Opportunities and Challenges in Christian
Higher Education, a chapter in the upcoming book Whole and Holy
Persons: A Pietist Approach to Christian Higher Education, edited by
Dr. Chris Gehrz.

Thursday, December 5 at 10:20 am
celebrating learning
beyond the classroom

Student Lauren Olson, winner of a Sociologist of Minnestoa Caroline
Rose Annual Student Paper Competition Prize, presents Family

Structures of Homeless Men.

Thursday, December 12 at 10:20 am
For upcoming presentations:
www.bethel.edu/library/news-events

View past presentations online:

www.bethel.edu/library/news-events/presentations

Former Bethel faculty member, Dr. David Williams, now of Azusa
Pacific University will share The Pietist Impulse and the Integration
of Faith and Reason in the Contemporary Evangelical University, his
chapter for the upcoming book Whole and Holy Persons: A Pietist
Approach to Christian Higher Education, edited by Dr. Chris Gehrz.

Friends of the Bethel
University Library
Membership for 2013-2014

Membership Levels / Annual Dues
Student		
Supporting*
Sustaining*
Patron*
Lifetime**

□
□
□
□
□

$10
$25
$50-$100
$250
$1,000

* Sustaining, Patron & Lifetime levels
can be joint membership for couples
** Lifetime membership may be paid
over a period of up to 5 years
□ Renewing Member

□ New Member

___________________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________________
Street 						
Apt.
___________________________________________________
City				
State		
Zip
(______)____________________________________________
Phone
___________________________________________________
Email (Please include!)
□

Check here if you would like to check out up to 25 items
with a Friends of the BU Library card

Payment Options
□

Online at www.bethel.edu/giving/
(Choose “Donate Today” and follow the prompts, designate
“Other” and enter Friends of BU Library in the blank)

□

□

Check payable to Bethel University

Mail to: Friends of the Bethel University Library
3900 Bethel Drive
St. Paul, MN 55112

VISA

□

MasterCard

___________________________________________________
Acct #
______________________
Expiration Date		

_________________________
Amount Charged

___________________________________________________
Name on Card
___________________________________________________
Signature
___________________________________________________
Billing Address Street
___________________________________________________
City
State
Zip
(______)____________________________________________
Telephone

Payroll deduction is available for Bethel Employees:
□

Check here if you would like us to send a payroll
deduction form to you

Bookplate Options
For each $25 donation, you may have a bookplate
placed in a new book.

□ “A Gracious Donation of...”
# _______

___________________________________

□ “In Honor of...”
#________

Your support for Friends of the BU Library makes such a
difference for the Bethel community. Now, we’d love to
know how we can serve you better through the newsletter or
in other ways. Please take just a moment to let us know.

___________________________________

□ “In Memory of...”
#________

Please print your name

Greetings!

Please print name

___________________________________
Please print name

(Please use another sheet of paper if more space is needed.)

Place bookplates in book(s) in the following area(s) of study:

________________________________________________
Please update your email address:(please print)
(A Bethel email address will be used as the default if available.
If you prefer to receive email at a different address, please list it
above.)
□ I would like to continue receiving the newsletter

□ No Preference
□ Arts and Humanities __________________________________
Specify

Suggestions/Comments regarding the newsletter

□ Bible/Theology/Religion_______________________________
Specify

□ Health Sciences______________________________________

Suggestions/Comments regarding Friends programs/
events/marketing, etc.

Specify

□ Math and Science_____________________________________
Specify

Anything else you’d like to tell us?

□ Social Science _______________________________________
Specify

□ Other_______________________________________________
Specify

□ Enclosed is my membership renewal

